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husband of Sri Venkatamba, the sister of the illustrious
and venerable Sri Raghavendraswami.

In the purvashrama days, Sri Raghavendraswami
was known by the name Venkatanatha. It was his elder
brother Gururaja who had performed the upanayanam of
Venkatanatha and taught him his early lessons. Later,
he had also arranged for Venkatanatha's further studies
under the tutelage of his brother-in-law Sri Lakshmi-
narasimhachar.

The distinguished Lakshminarasimhachar had
brought with him the young boy, Venkatanatha, for
participating in the activities connected with the festival.

The Sri Rama Navami celebrations went off very
well for 9 days. It was an exceptional sight to see those
festivities. Sri Vijayeendra, at the ripe old age of 97, did
abhisheka and aradhanato Sri Moola Rama with his own
hands and his beloved disciple Sri Sudheendra was by
his side, helping him in the performance of the puja.

It was then that there was a personal dialogue
between the two.

Sri Vijayeendra said:

Sudheendra, have you closely observed the lad
Venkatanatha  brought  here  by  Sri  Lakshmi
narasimhachar, our Asthana Vidwan (learned pundit of
the Mutt)? Oh, how much learning his face reflects and
how very captivating are his looks and the lustre
emanating from his person! You are aware that he is the
worthy son of the great scholar Sri Thimmanna Bhatta,